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Partners Celebrate Earth Day by Bringing Raingardens to 

a North Minneapolis Renovation Project

Nonprofit groups Metro Blooms and Project for Pride in Living (PPL) are teaming up on April 21st starting at 8 am to celebrate Earth Day by building a raingarden. The raingarden will complete PPL’s renovation of an affordable apartment building at 2521 Girard Avenue North, part of PPL’s work in the Minneapolis Foreclosure Recovery Plan, supported by Neighborhood Stabilization Program. 

Raingardens are a shallow, bowl shaped garden designed to capture runoff and allow it to infiltrate and clean, naturally rather than directing it to the stormsewer system where it would carry pollutants directly to our lakes, rivers and streams.

“We are pleased to partner with PPL for this project,” said Becky Rice, Metro Blooms Executive Director, “PPL’s property redevelopment focus includes creating environmentally-friendly projects and raingardens are a great way to beautify properties and protect our clean water.”

“PPL is thankful to Metro Blooms and area businesses for helping us achieve an ecofriendly solution for this renovated property, as well as a welcoming environment for new residents.” Said Chris Wilson, PPL Director of Housing & Development.

Several groups have come together to donate services, landscaping supplies and plant materials for the garden, including Ecoscapes Sustainable Landscaping and Ecoscapes Native Nursery, Hedberg Landscape and Masonry Supply, By the Barrel, and Boy Scout Troop #90 from St. Paul. New residents of the building will also learn about raingardens and help to plant the new garden. 

 About Metro Blooms

Metro Blooms is partnering with cities and watershed districts throughout the Twin Cities to host raingarden workshops to teach property owners how to build beautiful raingardens that protect our clean water. More than 6,000 people have attended the workshops and installed more than 2,000 raingardens.  To register for a raingarden workshop visit www.metroblooms.org, or call 651-698-1390.

About PPL

Since 1972, thousands of low-income people have built brighter, stable futures and stronger communities as a result of PPL’s innovative approach of helping people help themselves. PPL’s mission is to: work with lower-income individuals and families to achieve greater self-sufficiency through housing, employment training, support services, and education. PPL owns and/or manages about 1,000 units of affordable rental housing throughout the Twin Cities metro area.
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